FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 23, 2009

A FUSION OF CULTURE AND CUISINE AT THE FRIENDSHIP GALA

March 14 Gala Benefits the Honolulu Festival Foundation’s Cultural Educational Programs

HONOLULU – An A-list of some of Hawaii’s most celebrated restaurants (see list below) will showcase their creative and delicious dishes at the Friendship Gala, being held in conjunction with the 15th Annual Honolulu Festival. 

Funds raised from the Friendship Gala are used to support the Foundations’ cultural and educational programs for schools and children in Hawaii. 

“Supporting the Friendship Gala is supporting cultural education for Hawaii’s schoolchildren,” said Tatsuo Watanabe, secretary for the Honolulu Festival Foundation. “It’s a fun, festive evening enjoying some of the very best cuisine Hawaii has to offer.”

The 15th Annual Honolulu Festival is a three-day celebration, held March 13-15, that will highlight the people and diversity of the Pacific and Asia through an impressive showcase of the arts and culture. Under the banner of “Pacific Harmony,” the 2009 festival will focus on the theme, “Heart of the Pacific, Creating Our Future.” 

WHAT:
15th Annual Friendship Gala benefiting the Honolulu Festival Foundation

WHEN:
Saturday, March 14, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

WHERE:
Hawaii Convention Center, Kamehameha Exhibit Hall 1

RESTAURANTS: 
3660 on the Rise 


Alan Wong’s Restaurant


beachhouse at moana surfrider


Chef Mavro


Hakone Restaurant at the Hawaii Prince Hotel Waikiki


Mariposa at Neiman Marcus


Nobu Waikiki


PF Chang’s Hawaii


The Original Roy’s Hawaii Kai


Ruth’s Chris Steak House


Tango Contemporary Café


Twist at Hanohano

ADMISSION:
Tickets are $85 ($35 is tax deductible).  Please call our hotline at 596-3327 to purchase tickets or for more information. Parking is available at the Hawaii Convention Center for $5.

For more information and an updated schedule of events and performers, please visit www.honolulufestival.com or call the hotline at (808) 596-3327.
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