15th ANNUAL HONOLULU FESTIVAL

FACT SHEET

    WHAT:
The 15th Annual Honolulu Festival is Hawaii’s premier cultural festival celebrating the music, arts and people of the Pacific Rim and Hawaii. This year’s festival theme is “Heart of the Pacific, Creating Our Future.”


Free, live performances of music and culture, as well as art exhibits, will be featured in and around Waikiki. Other highlights are the Friendship Gala at the Hawaii Convention Center on March 14th, which raises money for the Honolulu Festival Foundation, and a spectacular Grand Parade along Kalakaua Avenue on the final evening.

   WHEN:
March 13-15, 2009

WHERE:
Friday March 13 – Educational school tours at the Hawaii Convention Center (by invitation only)


Saturday March 14 and Sunday March 15 – Free cultural and arts performances in and around Waikiki:

· Hawaii Convention Center

· Ala Moana Shopping Center

· Waikiki Shopping Plaza

· Waikiki Beach Walk

Saturday March 14 – Friendship Gala 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Hawaii Convention Center

· Admission: $85 ($35 of the donation is tax deductible)

Sunday March 15 – Waikiki Grand Parade along Kalakaua Avenue

         INFORMATION:
For more information, please visit www.honolulufestival.com or call the Honolulu Festival hotline at (808) 596-3327. Also, follow the Honolulu Festival on Twitter at @honfestival or on Facebook for the latest updates.

ABOUT:
The Honolulu Festival is Hawaii’s foremost cultural event showcasing the multi-ethnic diversity of the Pacific Rim and Hawaii. Last year, an estimated 90,000 spectators enjoyed all the festivities and the event attracted approximately 5,500 visitors from Japan and Pacific Rim Countries. More than 90 cultural groups performed in the 2008 Honolulu Festival with many coming from countries throughout the Pacific Rim.


The Honolulu Festival was founded in 1995 to help promote cultural understanding and harmony between the people of Hawaii and Asia-Pacific. The Honolulu Festival is supported by the Honolulu Festival Foundation, a non-profit organization formed in 2000 to administer Festival activities and perpetuate the culture, customs and traditions of Asians and Pacific Islanders through community outreach and charitable efforts.
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